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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1943. 

Once  again  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  asked  on  grounds  of 
national  security  that  Annual  Reports  should  not  publish 
population  figures  or  refer  to  activities  in  conjunction  with 
war-time  industrial,  military  or  other  important  develop- 
ments. It  has  been  suggested,  however,  that  matters  of  cur- 
rent interest,  such  as  Tuberculosis  (including  the  new  allow- 
ances scheme),  venereal  disease,  and  diphtheria  immunisation 
might  be  taken  into  consideration  so  far  as  the  Council  is  one 
which  is  responsible  for  those  services  respectively,  but  the 
only  one  of  these  for  which  this  Council  is  responsible  is 
Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Tuberculosis  and  the  Venereal 
Diseases  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Bucks  County  Council. 

Other  matters  of  current  interest  during  the  year  in  this 
district  were  : Diphtheria  immunisation  ; Water  supplies  to 
the  Vale  and  to  the  Lye  Green  districts,  and  an  outbreak  of 
Sonnei  Dysentery.  These  are  separately  dealt  with  in  the 
body  of  this  report. 

Of  Diphtheria  Immunisation,  it  is  enough  to  say  here  that 
during  the  past  four  years  only  six  cases  of  diphtheria  in  all 
have  been  notified,  and  of  these  only  two  were  children,  neither 
of  whom  died  of  the  disease.  Up  to  the  end  of  1943,  it  was 
estimated  that  of  the  then  child  population  of  Chesham,  the 
following  percentages  were  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

0-5  Age  Group  5-15  Age  Group 

93.4  per  cent  90.2  per  cent. 

During  the  six-week  period  (May  29th  to  July  10th),  there 
vas  a sharp  outbreak  of  dysentery  and  diarrhoea  in  the  town. 
Laboratory  investigations  showed  the  cause  in  seven  cases  to 
"•o  due  to  the  sonnei  bacillus,  but  widespread  investigations 
in  which  we  were  given  the  invaluable  and  kindly  personal 


assistance  of  Professor  G.  S.  Wilson,  Director  of  the  Emer- 
gency Public  Health  Laboratories,  Oxford,  who  spent  a good 
deal  of  time  on  the  investigation  in  Chesham,  failed  to  trace 
the  source  of  infection. 

During  the  year,  there  was  a Conference  of  Local  Authorities 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Council  of  Health  Education 
in  London.  Both  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  then 
Minister  of  Health  attended  and  addressed  the  Conference. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  organised  by  the  Bucks 
County  Council  are  situated  at  Windsor,  High  Wycombe  and 
Aylesbury. 

In  this  report,  reference  is  made  to  the  water-supply  diffi- 
culties of  two  localities  within  the  Urban  District  Council 
area.  These  are  “ The  Water  Supply  to  the  Vale,”  and  ” The 
Lye  Green  District  Water  Supply.”  Both  localities  experi- 
enced difficulties  in  the  winter  of  1943.  In  neither  case  did 
the  Council  have  any  legal  authority  in  these  matters  because 
the  areas  were  outside  the  Central  area,  in  which  alone  the 
Council  is  the  Statutory  Water  Undertaking.  Recognising, 
however,  that  it  had  a duty  to  its  residents,  the  Council  did 
what  it  could  to  assist  in  the  provision  of  a domestic  water 
supply  to  these  two  districts. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  once  again  a pleasing  duty  to  thank  the 
officers  of  the  Council  for  their  active  co-operation  and  to 
record  my  gratitude  to  my  colleague,  Mr.  Brogan,  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  expert  assistance,  and  I feel  sure 
the  Council  would  wish  me  on  their  behalf  to  thank  the 
County  Health  Visitors,  Nurse  Lyal  and  Nurse  Tanton*for 
their  assistance  to  the  mothers  and  babies  of  Chesham  at  the 
Welfare  Centre  and  at  the  Immunisation  Sessions.  And 
finally,  may  I thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors,  for 
your  unfailing  support  and  kindly  assistance  throughout  the 
year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.  EVANS 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health.) 
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ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  REPORT 

A General  and  Vital  Statistics 

Special  Conditions 
Area  ; Population,  etc. 

Births  and  Deaths. 

B Health  Services 

Ambulance  Facilities 
Nursing 

Clinics  and  Hospitals 

C Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Closet  Accommodation 

D Housing 

E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply 

Meat — Slaughterhouses 

F Infectious  Diseases 

STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

T.  P.  Evans,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector 

G.  E.  Brogan,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

A Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  (acres)  of  District  ...  ...  3,489 

Number  of  Inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  3,310 

Rateable  value  of  area  ...  ...  £67,020 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ...  £261  19s.  7d. 

Social  Conditions 

Ihe  general  character  of  the  area  is  that  of  a small 
industrial  town  where  a variety  of  trades  and  manufactur- 
ing processes  are  carried  on.  The  population  is  principally 
of  the  artisan  type.  In  recent  years,  however,  owing  to  its 
proximity  to  London,  the  district  has  become  increasingly 
a Loiulon  dormitory  area. 


(a)  Live  Births  : 

5 

Birtlis 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  95 

85 

180 

Illegitimate 

5 

9 

14 

(b)  Still  Births  : 
Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Still  rate  per  1,000  total  births  = 20.6 
Deaths 

(a)  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

(b)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  5 3 

1 

Total 

8 

Illegitimate 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  — 44.4 


Infant  Mortality:  All  Infants  per  1,000  live  Births — 41.2 


England  and  Wales 

= 

49. 

Dise.vses.  Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Heart  Disease 

15 

7 

22 

2.  Cancer 

11 

14 

25 

3.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

8 

14 

22 

4.  Bronchitis 

1 

6 

7 

5.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

2 

2 

4 

y 6.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
/ 7.  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8. 

12 

8.  Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

9.  Pneumonia  ... 

3 

1 

4 

10.  Influenza 

3 

3 

6 

11.  Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

3 

12.  Other  Digestive  Disturbances 

1 

6 

7 

13.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

14.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

15.  Nephritis 

— 

4 

4 

16.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

18.  Puerperal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

19.  Premature  Births  ... 

1 

1 

2 

20.  Congenital  (Birth)  causes  ... 

4 

1 

5 

21.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

22.  Other  violent  causes  • . . . 

3 

3 

6 

23.  All  other  causes 

8 

71 

3 

75 

11 

146 

146 
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B General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

As  in  previous  years  these  continue  to  be  provided  by 
the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Park 
Place,  Oxford. 

2.  Ambulance  Service. 

It  is  once  again  a pleasing  duty  to  place  on  record 
the  splendid  services  performed  by  the  Chesham  St.  John 
Ambulance  car.  The  transport  activities  of  this  ambul- 
ance are  well  illustrated  by  the  following  figures  which  are 
published  by  courtesy  of  the  Divisional  Superintendent, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Coles,  26,  Cameron  Road,  Chesham. 


1942 

1943 

(a)  Removals  to  hospital 

652 

882 

(b)  Accidents  attended 

57 

70 

(c)  Military  Service  cases 

24 

39 

(d)  Total  

733 

991 

(e)  Mileage 

16,426 

17,194 

It  is  a very  pleasant  duty  to  thank  all  the  officers  and 
personnel  of  the  Brigade  who  gave  their  valuable  services 
to  the  town  in  such  an  unobtrusive  and  unheralded 
manner. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Two  District  Nurses  practised  in  the  town  during  the 
year  1943.  In  addition  to  attending  the  cases  at  their 
homes,  the  nurses  give  their  services  to  the  Chesham 
Welfare  Clinics  held  at  Germain  Street.  They  also 
rendered  great  assistance  during  the  Autumn  campaign 
for  immunisation.*  Their  address  is  as  follows  : 

Nurse  Jermy,  s.r.n.,  c.m.b., 

Nurse  Betts,  s.r.n,,  c.m.b., 

“ Delamere,”  Berkhampstead  Road,  Chesham. 

4.  Clinics  and  Hospitals. 

There  has  been  no  major  change  in  the  dual  services 
provided  at  the  Germain  Street  Clinic,  viz.  a Minor  Ail- 
ments  Clinic  and  a Specialised  Service  Clinic. 

1 he  presence  of  two  large  Emergency  Medical  Services 
ospitals  in  two  areas  within  9.  short  distance  from 


7 


Chesham,  e.g.  Amersham  Emergency  Medical  Services 
Hospital,  and  Ashridge  Emergency  Medical  Services 
Hospital,  brings  the  services  of  these  large  organisations 
within  easy  reach  of  Chesham  and  full  use  continues  to 
be  made  of  such  services  for  such  cases  as  require  them. 

During  the  year,  the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  of  the 
Bucks  County  Council  established  clinics  at  King  Edward 
VII  Hospital,  Windsor  and  High  Wycombe. 

C Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits 


Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  735 

Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  334 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Bakehouses...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cafe  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fish  Shops...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  31 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rat  Infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Cesspools  emptied...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


Water  Supply. 

The  present  Urban  District  area  boundary  and  the 
boundary  of  the  Water  area  for  which  the  Urban  District 
Council  is  the  Statutory  Water  Undertaking,  do  not 
coincide.  The  Urban  District  Council  is  the  Water 
Undertaking  only  for  the  Urban  District  area  prior  to  the 
extension  of  the  Urban  boundaries,  which  took  place  in 
1934  under  the  Bucks  Review  Order  of  the  1st  April  of 
that  year. 
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For  this  reason,  and  because  of  its  position  in  relation 
to  the  surrounding  Rural  District  area,  there  are  several 
Statutory  Water  Undertakings  within  the  present  District 
area.  In  fact  there  are  four  such  undertakings,  and  it  is 
a curious  anomaly  that  there  are  still  localities  within  the 
Urban  District  area  which  have  no  piped  water  supply. 

As  this  matter  has  given  rise  to  a good  deal  of  misunder- 
standing because  of  the  general  shortage  of  water  ex- 
perienced as  a result  of  the  drought,  it  might  be  just  as 
well  to  set  out  what  the  real  position  is.  The  four 
Statutory  Water  Undertakings  supply  areas  as  follows  : 

(a)  The  Central  Area. 

Is  conveniently  described  as  the  area  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  prior  to  the  extension  of  boundaries  to 
their  present  position.  The  Statutory  Water  Undertaking 
in  this  Area  is  the  Chesham  Urban  District  Council.  The 
area  of  supply  is  1 ,357  acres,  being  approximately  40  per 
cent  of  the  Urban  area  (3,489  acres),  but  contains  about 
76  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  dwelling-houses.  Water 
is  supplied  from  the  Council’s  Waterworks  at  Berkhamsted 
Road.  The  supply  is  sufficient,  constant,  and  the  stan- 
dard of  purity  excellent.  A copy  of  the  Analysis  dated 
January  12th,  1944,  is  included  in  Appendix  I. 

(b)  The  North-west  Area.  •- 

This  area  extends  roughly  from  Chartridge  Lane  to  the 
west  side  of  Vale  Road  in  the  north.  In  the  main  the 
water  supply  is  by  piped  water  supply.  The  Statutory 
Water  Undertaking  is  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
V alley  Co.  1 here  are  however,  approximately  ten  dwell- 
ing houses  in  Pednor  Road  which  have  satisfactory 
individual  boreholes  and  hand  pumps.  On  the  west  side 
of  \ ale  Road  however,  there  are  sixteen  dwelling-houses 
which  are  dependent  on  shallow  surface  wells  for  their 
vvater  suppljL  Ihis  is  not  regarded  as  satisfactory, 
though  the  water  is  not  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and 
in  its  favour  can  be  stated  the  fact  that  these  have  been 
the  source  of  domestic  water  supply  for  many  years  and 
m illness  has  been  traced  to  the  water  supply. 

<<  separately  under  a separate  heading  : 

Water  Supply  to  the  Vale.”) 
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(c)  The  North-east  Area. 

This  area  again  comprises  a fringe  formed  by  the  differ- 
ence in  the  two  boundaries  the  old  and  the  new.  It 
extends  roughly  from  the  east  side  of  Vale  Road — Nash- 
leigh  Hill,  and  to  Lye  Green  Road.  During  the  winter 
months  of  1943,  the  inhabitants  of  this  fringe  area  com- 
plained of  a shortage  of  domestic  water  supply.  The 
Water  Undertaking  with  Statutory  authority  is  not  the 
Chesham  Urban  District  Council  but  the  Great  Berk- 
hamsted  Waterworks  Co.  The  difficulties  of  this  area  are 
dealt  with  under  a special  heading  (Lye  Green  District 
Water  Supply). 

(d)  Southern  Area. 

The  Statutory  Water  Undertaking  is  the  Amersham 
and  Beaconsfield  Water  Co.  The  quality  is  good  ; the 
source  constant  and  it  is  unusual  to  receive  any  complaints 
at  all  from  this  area. 

“ The  Water  Supply  to  the  Vale.” 

The  Vale  is  an  area  extending  along  Vale  Road,  from 
the  previous  District  boundary  to  the  present  boundary 
with  the  adjoining  Rural  Council.  On  the  west  side  of  the 
road  the  Statutory  Water  Undertaking  is  the  Rickmans- 
worth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co.,  whilst  on  the 
east  side  the  water  company  is  the  Great  Berkhamsted 
Waterworks  Co. 

There  are  therefore  three  statutory  water  companies 
interested  in  a length  of  road  that  is  approximately  900 
yards  long.  The  adjoining  Rural  District  having  pro- 
perties adjoining  the  Vale  Road  are  also  interested  in  a 
piped  water  supply  for  their  house-owners.  The  number 
of  dwelling-houses  within  our  Council’s  area  is  sixteen. 
The  present  water  supply  is  by  means  of  individual  hand 
pumps  and  boreholes  and  shallow  wells.  The  water 
supply  from  such  shallow  wells  is  never  altogether  satis- 
factory though  it  is  fit  for  human  consumption  as  defined 
in  the  Ministry’s  handbook. 

The  present  piped  water  supply  which  at  present  runs 
so  far  as  the  old  District  Boundary  could  be  extended  to 
the  present  District  Boundary  only  by  agreement  with 
the  two  other  Water  Undertakings  and,  of  course,  satis- 
factory arrangements  as  to  a contribution  of  the  costs 
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from  the  adjoining  Rural  Council.  Such  a supply  however 
would  have  to  be  from  the  High  Level  S\^stem,  and  not  as 
at  present  from  the  Low  Level  System.  The  approval  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  would  also  have  to  be  obtained. 

In  discussing  the  question  of  costs  it  has  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  house  owner  is  responsible  for  the  pro- 
vision of  a domestic  water  supply  to  the  dwelling-house. 
Normally  the  house-owners  in  this  area  would  apply  to 
the  two  Statutory  Water  Undertakers.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  cost  for  a piped  water  supply  to  the  Vale  is  about 
^^900,  whereas  the  estimated  proportion  of  the  contribution 
to  costs  of  the  whole  scheme  of  providing  a piped  water 
supply  to  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  adjoining  Rural 
area  would,  no  doubt,  be  prohibitive.  The  water  levels 
in  the  shallow  wells  in  this  area  were  low  throughout  the 
year.  Finally  they  dried  up,  and  the  residents  have  been 
deprived  of  their  usual  source  of  domestic  water  supply. 
To  meet  their  difficulty,  the  Council  have  delivered  water 
in  a water-cart  twice  a week  to  the  residents  at  a nominal 
charge  to  the  house-owners. 

Lye  Green  District  Water  Supply. 

In  the  fringe  area  extending  between  the  old  and  the 
new  district  boundaries  in  the  north-eastern  area,  there 
lies  an  area  which  is  supplied  entirely  by  the  Great 
Berkhamsted  Water  Co. 

During  December  1943,  residents  in  this  area  com- 
plained of  a serious  shortage  of  domestic  water  supply. 
At  the  time  they  were  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  although 
they  lived  within  the  Urban  District  of  Chesham,  the 
Council  as  a W'ater  Undertaking  had  no  Statutory 
Authority  in  that  area. 

In  view  of  the  serious  position  that  arose,  the  Great 
Berkhamsted  Water  Co.  asked  this  Council  if  we,  as  a 
Water  Undertaking,  would  oblige  them  and  supply  the 
district  as  well  as  certain  portions  of  the 
adjoining  Rural  Council’s  area  with  water.  Foftunately 
this  was  possible  because  this  Council  as  part  of  its 
Civil  Defence  hire  Fighting  arrangements  had  already 
I)rovided  an  intercommunicating  point  at  Lye  Greeli 
Road  which  connected  the  Council’s  Central  Water  Supply 
with  the  Great  Berkhamsted’s  W’ater  Supply.  By  this 
means  the  Council  was  able  to  supply  an  a\'erage  of 
HO, 000  gallons  a day  for  a period  of  five  months. 
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(b)  Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptier  continues  to  give  good 
service  and  since  it  commenced  operation  in  October  to 
the  end  of  the  year,  eighteen  emptyings  had  been  carried 
out. 

Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  by  controlled  tipping 
and  all  refuse  is  tipped  in  a shallow  quarry  in  Asheridge 
Vale. 

In  this  connection  I am  informed  that  the  present  site 
of  the  tip  is  likely  to  be  filled  in  the  early  part  of  1945, 
and  the  Council  will  then  be  faced  with  the  need  for 
securing  another  satisfactory  site.  This  is  likely  to  prove 
difficult,  and  I would  suggest  that  the  Council,  having  re- 
gard to  post-war  development,  should  explore  the  possi- 
bility of  the  incineration  method- of  refuse  disposal. 

There  have  been  complaints  of  fly  nuisance  on  the  tip 
but  these  are  infrequent  as  the  surfaces  are  regularly 
sprayed  with  insecticides. 

The  tip  continues  to  be  free  from  any  serious  infestation 
by  rats.  This  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  absence  of  any 
edible  refuse  but  in  any  case  a system  of  baiting  with 
poison  has  been  carried  out  over  a period  of  years  with 
good  results. 


Salvage  Return  for  the  Year  194:3. 


Weight. 

Receipts. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  ... 

94 

16 

56 

626 

9 

3 

Scrap  Metals  ... 

64 

8 

49 

143 

14 

3 

Textiles 

6 

4 

72 

59 

8 

2 

Bottles  and  Jars  (app.) 

5 

0 

0 

app.  5 

0 

0 

Bones 

5 

3 

1 

24 

7 

3 

Rubber  (app.) 

3 

10 

0 

app.  6 

0 

0 

Total  weight  of  all  Salvage  ...  212  tons  3 cwts.  16  lbs. 

Total  receipt  of  all  Salvage  ...  £1,084  15s.  Od. 
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D Housing 

There  has  been  no  routine  Housing  Inspections  during 
the  year.  All  complaints  are  investigated  and  so  far  as 
possible  the  nuisances  abated. 

As  a reception  area  the  district,  since  the  1940  blitz  on 
London,  has  given  refuge  to  a number  of  evacuees 
representative  of  a goodly  proportion  of  its  normal 
population.  The  majority  of  these  have  been  provided 
with  satisfactory  billets  and  others  accommodated  in 
“ condemned  ” or  derelict  properties  which  had  been 
repaired  to  make  them  as  reasonably  habitable  as  possible. 

The  condition  of  some  of  these  " condemned  ” pro- 
perties even  in  the  early  years  of  the  war  was  bad,  but 
after  four  years  I view  with  some  misgiving  their  continued 
use  as  living  accommodation.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
keep  them  reasonably  habitable  but  their  general  struc- 
ture and  circumstances  hardly  lend  themselves  to  any 
alterations  of  a permanent  character. 

E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk. 

The  Rationalisation  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
continues  to  be  well  received  in  the  area,  and  the  work  of 
distribution  is  still  carried  on  by  si.x  groups  of  retailers, 
'i'here  are  eight  producers  on  the  Register,  one  is  regis- 
tered with  the  Count)?  Council  as  a T.T.  Producer,  and 
two  others  are  registered  as  Accredited  Producers. 

Cowsheds  and  dairy  premises  generally  continue  to  be 
well  maintained. 

(b)  Slaughterhouses. 

The  centralisation  of  the  slaughter  of  cattle  and  sheep 
continues  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Co-operative  Slaughter- 
house, and  gives  entire  satisfaction. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  all  food 
inspection,  and  during  the  vear  made  735  visits  for  this 
purpose. 


Number 

Bulls  Heifers 
& Steers 

Co'vs 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Goats 

Killed  ... 

Number 

61 

1,048 

225 

2,629 

5,651 

30 

1 

Inspected 

61 

1,048 

225 

2,629 

5,651 

30 

1 
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Condemned  Foodstuffs 

Beef 
Mutton 
Pork  ... 

Veal  

Rice 

Split  Peas 
Bacon  ... 

Jam 

Cheese  

Fats 

Flour  ... 

Fish 

Eggs 

Tins  of  Meat  (in  lbs.) 

Tins  of  Fruit  ... 

Tins  of  Vegetables 
Tins  of  Fish  ... 

Tins  of  Milk  ... 

Tins  of  Syrup 


lbs.  9,133 

235 

„ 204 

„ 41 

„ 28 

112 

„ ' 14 

37J 

)>  6 

„ 658 

112 
...  724 

lbs.  667 

58 
63 

...  117 

...  205 

9 


F Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Chesham  Urban  District  Council  is  not  a Welfare 
Authority  : the  duties  and  responsibilities  in  that  respect 
are  the  concern  of  the  Bucks  County  Council.  The  Bucks 
County  Council  have  a Minor  Ailment  Centre  at  Germain 
Street  School.  At  this  Minor  Ailment  Centre  are  held 
regular  monthly  sessions  for  the  immunisation  of  both  the 
pre-school  and  schoolchildren  of  the  5-15  age  group. 
The  County  Health  visitors,  Nurse  Lyal  and  Nurse 
Tanton  and  the  District  Nurses  assist  both  at  the  Welfare 
Clinics  and  the  Immunisation  Sessions. 

Anticipating  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as 
expressed  in  Circular  2713,  of  October  30th,  1942,  the 
County  Health  visitors  devoted  the  summer  August 
holiday  to  a house  to  house  canvass  of  those  streets  in 
Chesham  where  it  was  known  that  there  were  babies  who, 
by  age,  were  due  to  be,  but  had  not  been,  immunised. 
The  result  of  this  canvass  kept  the  monthly  immunisation 
session  busy  until  well  into  the  late  Autumn  of  1942. 

In  January  1943,  the  Urban  Council  by  resolution  gave 
effect  to  the  Ministry  of  Health's  suggestion  in  Circular 
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273;i  with  regard  to  the  employment  of  general  practi- 
tioners in  the  Scheme  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The 
general  practitioners  practising  within  the  Urban  District 
were  approached  personally  with  a view  to  co-operating 
in  the  scheme.  They  agreed  to  assist  in  the  campaign 
and  to  the  terms  of  the  suggested  Press  advertisements, 
recommending  the  immunisation  of  children  between 
one  and  five  years  of  age — either  by  the  family  doctor  in 
his  own  surgery,  or  at  the  Clinic  in  Germain  Street — free 
of  all  costs  to  the  parents  or  guardians  of  such  children. 

Supported  by  Press  advertisements,  it  was  arranged 
that  special  record  cards  should  be  printed.  On  the  face 
of  the  card,  there  was  room  for  the  usual  particulars  of 
the  child,  the  parental  consent  and  the  date,  amount, 
and  indentification  number  of  the  Toxoid  used  by  the 
doctor.  On  the  reverse  were  printed  instructions  to  the 
parent  or  guardian  and  the  reminder  that  immunisation 
was  free  of  all  cost.  They  had  the  choice  of  having 
the  child  immunised  either  by  their  own  doctor  or  at  the 
monthly  session  at  the  Clinic.  Batches  of  these  cards 
were  distributed  to  the  doctors’  surgeries,  to  the  District 
Nurses  and  to' the  Health  \dsitors.  When  the  District 
Nurses  or  Health  \dsitors  visited  a home  and  recom- 
mended immunisation,  they  left  the  card  and  advised  the 
parent  to  take  it  with  the  child  either  to  their  own  doctor 
or  to  the  Clinic.  This  card  served  as  a basis  for  the 
transaction  between  the  doctors  and  the  Council,  and  it  also 
served  as  an  introduction  to  any  doctor  within  the  town  ; 
it  was  also  a record  of  a completed  immunisation. 

Notices  announcing  the  Scheme  for  free  immunisation 
were  jmblished  in  the  local  Press,  the  result  of  which  was 
that  numbers  for  immunisation  continued  to  be  high,  and 
the  authority  to  provide  coupon  free  sweets  for  use  at 
immunisation  centres  came  as  a boon. 

In  these  circumstances,  though  in  fact  we  did  avail 
ourselves  of  the  facilities  as  provided  by  the  local  food 
office  for  com})iling  lists  of  the  names  and  addresses  of 
children  between  one  and  five  years  of  age  with  the  object 
of  ascertaining  which  of  the  children  have  not  been  iin- 
niunised  against  diphtheria,  it  was  realised  that  these 
lists  were  not  of  much  use  to  us  because  we  were  already 
working  on  similar  though  not  identical  lines  to  those 
suggested  by  the  Ministry. 


In  Chesham  a total  of  293  immunisations  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year  1943  ; this  represents  186  children 
in  the  dangerous  0-5  age  group  and  107  children  in  the 
school  5-15  age  group.  Since  free  immunisation  was 
started  in  Chesham  about  four  years  ago,  it  is  estimated 
that  up  to  the  end  of  1943  a total  of  668  children  in  the 
0-5  group  and  1,723  in  the  older  age  group,  representing 
93.4  per  cent  and  90.2  per  cent  respectively  of  the  then 
estimated  child  population  of  Chesham,  that  is  up  to 
December  31st,  1943. 

During  the  year  1943  there  were  two  cases  of  diphtheria 
notified  in  Chesham  : one  occurred  in  a boy  aged  5,  who 
had  not  been  immunised  and  the  other  case  was  the  boy's 
grandmother,  aged  52,  w'ho  was  living  in  the  same  house. 
In  the  past  four  years  there  have  only  been  two  cases  of 
diphtheria  in  children  in  Chesham — no  child  having  died 
of  the  disease  during  that  time.  But  this  is  no  reason 
for  complacency  because  during  1943  in  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales,  1,370  persons  mainly  children,  died 
of  cliphtheria — “ a disease  which  is  not  only  preventable 
but  for  which  there  is  a specific  remedy,  potent  if  given  in 
time.” 


Outbreak  of  Dysentery. 

During  the  period  May  29th,  1943  to  July  10th,  1943, 
there  were  a number  of  cases  of  dysentery  in  the  town. 
The  number  of  cases  known  to  be  due  to  a dysentery 
organism  was  small  ; in  fact  only  seven  cases  were  traced 
to  the  Sonnei  bacillus,  yet  very  many  more  suffered  from 
dysentery. 

The  outbreak  occurred  in.  three  groups  of  cases.  The 
first  case  was  notified  on  May  29th,  a boy  aged  14,  was 
a boarder  at  a residential  school.  The  first  symptoms 
occurred  with  diarrhoea  on  Sunday,  May  23rd,  and  labora- 
tory investigations  on  May  26th  showed  the  cause, 
viz.  Sonnei  bacillus  to  be  present  in  the  faeces.  Investiga- 
tion at  the  school  showed  that  altogether  there  were 
ten  boarders.  They  had  all  had  the  same  food,  prepared 
by  the  same  person  and  the  affected  boy  had  had  nothing 
different  from  the  other  boys. 

The  suspected  articles  of  diet  were  prepared  cooked 
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meats  and  milk.  Further  investigation  of  the  source  of 
the  cooked  meats  including  the  raw  materials,  as  well  as 
the  processes  of  manufacture  showed  no  evidence  of 
contamination.  An  examination  of  the  purity  and 
suitability  of  the  water  supply  revealed  no  source  of 
infection,  whilst  a further  examination  of  one  of  the 
workers  who  was  away  from  work  because  of  an  attack 
of  diarrhoea  still  failed  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 
A similar  investigation  of  the  source  of  milk  supply  and 
the  tracing  of  such  workpeople  still  gave  no  clue  as  to  the 
sources  of  infection.  There  were  two  other  boys  suffering 
from  diarrhoea  in  the  school,  but  the  organism  was  not 
traced  in  these  two  cases. 

In  these  field  investigations  we  were  assisted  by  Pro- 
fessor G.  S.  Wilson,  Director  of  the  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Oxford,  whose  able  and  kindly 
assistance  we  wish  to  acknowledge  fully. 

Further  regular  investigations  were  made  of  samples 
collected  from  the  patient  and  other  boys  but  no  further 
reports  of  bacillus  sonnei  were  received. 

The  second  case  was  notified  on  June  1st,  1943  ; it  was 
in  a married  woman,  Mrs.  R.,  aged  42.  It  had  nothing  in 
common  with  the  first  case,  except  the  geographical 
position.  The  third  case  notified  on  June  16th,  was  also 
in  a married  woman,  Mrs.  G.,  aged  43. 

The  second  group  was  in  an  entirely  different  part  of 
the  town  : the  first  case  in  this  group  was  a boy.  Master  D., 
aged  12,  who  had  been  suffering  from  diarrhoea  for  six 
months.  Sonnei  bacilli  were  isolated  but  the  closest 
investigation  failed  to  trace  any  connection  between 
this  and  the  next  case  occurring  in  the  same  district, 
viz..  Master  P.,  aged  9,  which  was  notified  on  May  25th. 

The  third  group  was  an  obvious  contact  group ; 
“ S.  F.,”  aged  5,  and  " T.  G.,”  also  aged  5,  both  were 
suffering  from  dysentery  and  the  Sonnei  bacillus  was 
isolated  in  both  cases.  These  cases  were  contact  cases 
from  a neighbouring  district  where  the  children  had  been 
attending  a Day  Nursery  which  had  been  temporarily 
closed  because  of  dysentery. 

After  July  10th,  the  notifications  ceased  ; the  outbreak 
ceased  as  abruptly  as  it  had  started.  In  all  about  sixtN’- 
three  cases  showing  symptoms  were  investigated,  but 
in  only  six  was  the  causal  organism  found. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 


Disease. 

Cases  Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

14 

13 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Nil 

Dysentery 

7 

— 

Nil 

Measles 

107 

.1 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

Nil 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-34 

} 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-44 

— 

, — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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Appendix  I 


'I'hc  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

London,  E.C.4. 

January  12  th  1944. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  receiv'ed  on  . . . 6th  January,  1944  . . . 

from  . . . CHESHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Labelled  . . . Borehole,  Waterworks,  Berkhampstead  Road,  Chesham • 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 


Appearance Clear  and  bright 

Colour Normal 

Reaction  pH.  . . . Neutral  ; 7.1 

Electric  Conductivity 

at  20°  C 440  

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 0.9  .... 

Hardness  : Total 25.5  .... 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates. ...  0.26 

Free  Ammonia 0.0000  .... 

Albuminoid  Ammonia.  . . . 0.0000.  . 
Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°  C 

Metals absent 

" Free  chlorine  reaction  ” absent 


Odour Nil 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  2.6 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°  C 29.0 

Alkalinit}^  as  Calcium 

Carbonate 23.0 

Temporary..  21.0  Permanent..  4.5 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  ....  absent. . . . 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  

0.000  


Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  Bacteria  ’ growing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in  : 

1 day  at  37°  C.  2 days  at  37°  C.  3 days  at  20°  C- 


Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  Present 


^"1'  Present 

Cl.  wclchii  Reaction IVesent 


Absent  ....  100  c.c. 
Absent  ....  100  c.c. 
.^b.sent  ....  100  c.c. 


IS  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction,  and 
ce  rom  iron  and  other  metals.  The  Water  is  hard  in  character  although  not 
a norma  or  excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  saline  or  mineral 
nattor  soh,tio„.  and  is  of  ,l,c  highest  standard  of  orgitnic  and  bartcrial 


and  niioi  nonn.al.  very  satisfactory  and  consistent  witli  a pare 

and  w iiolesome  water  snit.ahlr.  fra,- c 

ler,  smtaoie  lor  the  purpose  of  a public  supply. 


